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THE SOCIETY 

The Literary & Scientific Society, known as the Literific, is the debating society at 

The Queen’s University of Belfast, founded in 1850. The Society went from strength 

to strength for over a century, transforming during that time from a paper-reading 

society into a more focused debating society. However, after 119 sessions, with the 

political climate becoming less conducive to open debate and the Society falling into 

disarray, the Literific adjourned in 1969.  

After the Literific ceased to function the baton of debating in Queen’s was taken up 

by the Union Debating Society, which appeared in sever throughout the next 40 

years, including most recently and successfully as the Debating & Mooting Society, 

members of whose committee were instrumental in re-founding the Literific in 2011. 

This year, 2014/2015, is the 166
th

 Session of debating at Queen’s. Currently the 

society has around 35 events per year all organised by a committee of Queen’s 

students and attendance at weekly debates is around 60-100 members. 

 

OUR SPONSOR 

The Alpha Newspapers is the largest weekly newspaper group in Northern Ireland 

and the Irish Midlands with a readership of 425,000 for their paid-for newspapers and 

120,000 for their free-newspapers. 

 

Alpha Circulations: 

 Tyrone Constitution  

 Tyrone Courier 

 Strabane Weekly News 

 Ulster Gazette 

 The County Down Outlook  

 Carrickfergus Advertiser 

 Ballyclare Gazette 

 Newry Democrat 

 Limavady Northern Constitution 

 The Guardian 

 The Chronicle 
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THE COMPETITION 

 

As part of our passion for debating and public speaking, members of the Society 

decided to found a new debating competition for school pupils within Ulster. By 

providing a forum for reasoned discussion, we hope to inspire and develop the art of 

debating in the next generation, encouraging all our competitors to confidently 

engage with issues that affect them and the society in which they live.  

In 2014, the first Literific and Alpha Newspapers Schools’ Debating Competition 

was held where sixteen teams from around the province competed; this was a great 

success and an enjoyable day for all which we hope to continue. There is a £10 fee 

per team entered and this is payable before the competition; lunch and refreshments 

will be provided on the day. Participants are encouraged to stay until the end of the 

event, approximately 4pm, as there will be public speaking workshops for all to take 

part and prizes given for participation throughout the day. 

 

ITINERARY: 25
th

 FEBRUARY 2015 

9.30am:   Arrive at Queen’s University Belfast Students Union (Tea/coffee) 

10-10.15am:  Opening address and welcome 

10.30-11.45am:  Round 1 – motion to be announced. 

12-12.30pm:  Lunch (Provided) 

12.30-12.45pm: Finalists are announced 

12.45-1.30pm: Debating workshop for non-finalists and teachers 

Finalist Preparation 

1.30-2.45pm:  Final Round 

2.45-3.15pm:  Judges’ Deliberation 

   Debating Workshop for all competitors and guests 

3.15- 4pm:   Announcement of winners, prize giving and closing address.  
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COMPETITION FORMAT 

Each two-member team (KS4+) will take part in a first round of competitive debating 

with the motion provided in advance; this will be scored independently by two 

judges. Speakers will be scored according to the mark scheme included (Appendix A) 

and the four teams with the highest cumulative score will then progress to the final. 

The final will be on a new motion, which will be given to competitors beforehand 

however they will not be told whether they will be proposition or opposition for the 

argument until the finalists are announced. Speakers will then have a 30 minute 

period to prepare for this motion. 

 

PRIZES 

Judges will award first and second-place trophies to teams from the final, as well as 

prizes to the two highest-ranked individual speakers from the non-finalists. Prizes 

will also be awarded for participation in the workshops, the best questions asked from 

the audience and for the best question asked by a teacher during the final floor 

debate. 

 

CONTACTS 

In the first instance, questions or queries should be directed to the Competition 

Convener, Marie-Louise Synnott, at schools@literific.org or on 07716610371.  

 

For more information, see www.literific.org/contacts, Like ‘The Literific’ Facebook 

page or follow us on Twitter @QUBLiterific. 

 

  

mailto:schools@literific.org
http://www.literific.org/contacts
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ADVICE FOR SPEAKERS 

Speeches are six minutes in length. 

The first minute and last minute are protected from intervention by your opponents, 

so we recommend these are used to introduce and conclude your speech.  

 

Interventions can only be offered after the first minute and before the start of the 

final minute. These should be brief statements of fact (not questions), directly related 

to the point the speaker is making, and made by standing, raising your hand and 

saying ‘On that point sir/madam’. While interventions do not have to be accepted 

(this is done by simply saying ‘No thank you’ or ‘Not at this time’), we would 

encourage speakers to accept at least one. 

 

Decide in advance the order in which team members will speak, as each speaker has 

different roles. 

 The first speaker should set out the team’s position on the motion, and outline 

their overall argument. 

 The second speaker should develop the argument, as well as criticise that set 

out by opposing speakers. 

 

Remember that the point of debating is to convince people of your case. 

This is done through both logical argument and engaging delivery. We would 

advise you to clearly set out your case and refer to your team-mate and what they will 

be saying/have said. Remember to maintain eye-contact with the audience, be 

passionate and speak clearly.  

Don’t forget to be polite and to have fun! 

 

Refer to speakers as Mr. or Ms., and the chair of the debate as Mr. or Madam Chair.  
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APPENDIX A: MARK SCHEME 

 

 

 

EVIDENCE FOR ARGUMENT 
 

Argument is explained thoroughly and any claims are supported with evidence/facts.  

If stating ‘you believe’ something, why do you believe it, what proof or defence of your argument 

do you have? Technical terms should be defined for judge/audience benefit. 

 Relevance. A relevant argument is one that makes you more or less likely to agree with the 

motion, regardless of how good it is in itself. 

 Persuasiveness. An argument has two main ways of being persuasive- a logical element 

and an illustrative element. 

 Strength of logic. Does the reasoning of the argument make sense? 

 Choice of evidence. Has the speaker used the best evidence to illustrative the argument? 

Illustration might include: 

 Examples and facts, analogies, common sense or well-known psychological 

generalizations etc.. 

Illustrations benefits from being relevant, clear, well known and topical. 
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STRUCTURE 
 

The debate must be clear, concise and well formed. Did they introduce their argument, did they 

define the premise, and did they give a reasonable transition into new points.  Was the argument 

explained clearly enough to understand it at the time, and remember it easily after the speech?  

Did they summarise their argument strongly?  

 A good speech has a clear beginning, middle and end. The sequence of arguments is 

logical and flows naturally from point to point. 

 Timing is also important, but it must not be taken to extremes. There are two aspects to 

timing: speaking within the allowed time limit, and giving an appropriate amount of time 

to the issues in the speech. 

A speaker should also give more time to important issues. If there is a critical point that buttresses 

the whole of that team's case, it ought to get a fair amount of time so that it can be properly 

established. But if there is a point that is fairly trivial, it doesn't deserve more than a trivial amount 

of time. 

So the adjudicator must weigh up not only the strength of the arguments in the evidence category, 

but also the proper time and priority that was given to them in the structure category. 
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MANNER 
 

Manner covers the way in which arguments are delivered. 

 Word choice. Does the speaker sound like they know what they are talking about? 

Do they get technical words correct? Is the speaker choosing ways to describe things that 

make it easier to persuade the audience? 

 Audibility. To be audible, speakers must not only speak loud enough to be heard at the 

back of the room, but should also speak at an appropriate speed and pronounce words 

clearly. 

 Interest. A speaker, who varies tone, uses pauses, changes emphasis according to what he 

or she is saying and maintains eye contact with the audience is more likely to inspire the 

audience to pay attention. Does the speaker rely on notes too much and lose rapport with 

the audience? 

 Rhetoric and humour. Does the speaker use dramatic, exciting or funny lines to make the 

speech more interesting and likeable? Is the humour appropriate and relevant to the topic? 
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TEAMWORK 

Have the speakers in the team divided up their arguments so that each speaker makes a unique 

contribution, rather than just repeating the arguments of earlier speaker? Has that division of 

arguments been made in a logical or thematic way so that the two groups of arguments make 

sense next to each other? 

 Did the team’s speeches complement each other? 

 Did the first speaker outline a clear case which the team followed? 

 Were the arguments in the case arranged such that the most important arguments were 

given appropriate emphasis? 
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OVERALL REMARKS 
 

Feedback for speakers; speakers can ask after the debate for feedback from the judges. 

TOTAL 
 

 

_ 

20 
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APPENDIX B: PERMISSION SLIPS 

 

I ___________________________________________________ 

the parent/guardian of __________________________________ 

of ____________________________________________(school), 

agree to their participation in The Literific and Alpha Newspapers 

Group Schools’ Debating Competition on the 18th of February 

2015 at Queen’s University Belfast. 

 

I agree that photographs are allowed to be taken of ______________________ 

(Name) during the event for promotional, advertising purposes: Y/N 

Special dietary requirements: ________________________________________ 

 

Signed:   ____________________ 

Date:   ____________________ 

Telephone: ____________________ 

 

Competition Convenor: Marie-Louise Synnott 

Telephone: 07716610371 

Email: schools@literific.org 

 


